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NOTICE: IF THE DOCUMENT IN THIS FRAME: IS LESS CLEAR THAN THIS NOTICE

IT IS DUE TO THE QUALITY OF THE DOCUMENT.
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Sseittle, Yash,, Aug, 11, 1905,

70 the Honorable, the Mayor and gaumon Council of the City of Seattle:-

Visregarding all raference to the Moore-Gllman Franchlse, it
is inconclevabile that =0 intelligent a citizen and student of civie
affairs as Judge Humphries, as mauy others, apnarsntly find them-
selves Tlrmly Zubued with thie idea of "Municipal Ownership! of
public utilities in general, and street railway facilitles and
franchises in particular,

Exsreizing my prerogative as a altizen, resident and taxpaysr,
I desirs, gentlemon, thabt my views touching the subjsct matter of
Judge Humphries commnication $o you on files here, be considered
as in ovpusition thereto, and bs ggqualy oonslderasd upon any consider—
ation of the issusa involved, -

There is grave gyror in the sentiment that the granting of
strest car franchises to private and individaual enterprise is soon
to cease, ¥o mystem, other than private or individual enterprise,
could aohileve the high standard of improvenent and development orf
pubiic ntilities so manifest of Amerilcan municipalities, It 1s
private entoryrise that rear and sustain cltlies, markete, oommercial
centers; open streets, avenuss and unapyroschable and uncleared

trascts of land,

tunicival Ownership of public utilitias under present conditlons
in the United States is a pnysical and financial impossibllity.
Political 'pullt would predominate in the operation and managanent
tiigrsolf; favoritism would be ths temire of offios, Naver would or
could a municipality conducet with a necassary dsgraes of decifiline
the nonduct of its various utilities; 1ot,; anyhow, in the United
gtstes, for many a ysar t0 ooma,

Had this goverment, at its incemtion, proclalmsd that none

but runicipalities woere to owh and obaerats the vublic utilities

forming 2 part thersof, then municipal ownership would be in placs,

-though naver a proposition of financial merit nor a service of any
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degres of succans, satisfactlon, or so far rsaching a consequenca,
as has been the attalnment of privats onternrisa,

Agitators of tMunlcipal Ownarship® fail to appraeclate that
weres 1t not Tor the energy and accomplishment oT private snterpriss
viils nountry would be mimis the tremendous and plentviul streed
trangportation, gas, slecteric, and other locel facilities, Thus
consider that the United gtates, though under a system of private
energy, leads any other country on earth, in vreportion to area,
ropulation per caplta sveci, in voint of local trackage, mudaer of
cars in operation, gas, Llight and heat plants, ete., and comsumers
and users theredf,

It is arpued that "strest car fares in Ssattle are the same
that were charged during ths ce¥ of 0ld horse car and mle driversY,
That is untrue., In the daya vefaraed to thers waers no cars running
t0 and from gouth Purk, Balisrd, Fort Lawton, sic,, eilther in
voint of nuubar or frequent schedule, or at the same date of fare;
naither could ones nake the ride from gouth Park t0 Ballard on a
five cont fare; nor were iransfers to all conitlguous lines given
as now, nor wars personal damage sulte az plentful; nor irproevements
as costly and as many.

Private snierprises pay highly for franchises, legal sarvioes,

etoc, By 2 aysten of "imnicipal omnersiin! the mnielpality would

requirs costly additional legal sesrvices, mors officials, subordinates,

¢to., algo another costly and preatsr accounting devpsrtnent; and
nany other neccemssrles that would entall unprscedented expsnditure
of public monsys, and undoubtedly inersase taxation. Meny other
cbstacles, too numerseous to dsatail , way be mentioned, Beslde, and
of far greater consequelce, mnicipal ownsrsnin of public utilities
would destroy conpstition, and that lacking invites an lnevitable
ers of stagnstion and decav. Humersous instances ars clited in

favor of ths present agitation, showing how enormously profitable
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have proven one, two, and thres cent Sares in citien operating thelr
owWn tramways, such as London, Dublin, Belfast, Ottowa, Montreal,
Glagsgow, Hull, etc., and with preat gtsto and pride pardonable
Judge Tumphries 1lmprints upon our inteliigence that in certain
inestances £o_es have been reduced, wages incrassed, eto., But it is
signlficant no sueh assurancs is civen that the service has Jdmprovaed,
nor that wages at the ineresed rigure are as high or in anywise
compare or equal those pald at Seattle and other American cities;
nor that are taxes as high at thoss voints as at Seattle, Significant
also 1s that no assertion 1s made challenging the quallty , style,
and comfort, and the superior construction of ths cars and squlpment
in use here, with those at the places mentioned,

tonsiderable forceful rearoning may be advanced against
grasping too blindly at *Municipal Ownsrshipht. Xo aoubt, in due
ssason, as meets the particular condiiion of sach case, and‘with
dus regerd to locality, "llunicipal Ownsrship® on a sansr basis than

is now proposed will come; and then as a blessing, 10t as an upheavel

[}

of established and neccessary conditions. Chicago is a fair example
of thls statenent.

leanwhile, the public may protect itself and bes suffioisntly
sorved by means of conservative legal regulation of public utility
enterovrises,

Regpectfully submitted,

%2f;&; ;%- féz??%bbé%z¢a,
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